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ACTIVITY 5:  

Marine Word Wall
Teacher instructions: Cut up the words and the meanings.
Student activity: Students to match the words with the meanings.

Abundance Plenty, more than enough.

Abyssal The bottom zone of the ocean, lying between 4,000 and 6,000 m.

Algae
Primitive plants ranging from unicellular organisms to large seaweeds, forming  
the base of the complex oceanic food webs. They are becoming more economically 
important as a human food source, particularly in Asia.

Anadromous fish
A fish that spends most of its life feeding in the open ocean but that migrates  
to spawn in fresh water.

Aquaculture The culture of aquatic organisms.

Baleen
Horny material growing in comb-like, fringed units from the upper jaws of whales  
of the order Mysticeti.

Benthic The area of the sea bottom; organisms that occur on the sea bottom.

Biodiversity
Variety of all life on earth including the genes they contain and the ecosystems  
they form.

Biogeographically Life in a specific geographical area.

Bioluminescence Light emission, often as flashes, by many marine organisms.

Blubber
The layer of lipid that serves as an insulating layer under the skin of whales  
and other marine mammals.

Bryozoans Filter feeding, coral like creatures.

Bycatch Catching species during fishing that were not intended to be caught.

Carnivorous An animal that consumes other animals as food.

Catadromous fish
Fish that spawns in seawater but feed and spends most of its life in estuarine  
or fresh water.

Cetacea The order of mammals that contains the whales and porpoises.

Competition
An interaction between or among two or more individuals or species in which 
exploitation of resources by one affects any others negatively.

Continental shelf The shallow underwater extension of a continent; usually limited in depth to 200m.

Coral Reef
Massive limestone structure built up through the constructional cementing  
and depositional activities of secreting organisms. Note: There are no coral reefs  
in New Zealand.
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Deforestation Stripping the land of its forest.

Dredging
The removal of sediment from estuaries to form harbours, or from natural harbours 
and rivers to deepen them for navigation of boats and ships. 

Ecosystem A biological community and its physical environment.

Erosion Wearing away of earth’s surface by wind or water.

Estuary
A semi-closed body of water that has a free connection with the open sea and 
within which seawater is diluted measurably with fresh water derived from land 
drainage

Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ)

200 mile limit out to sea belonging to New Zealand.

Exoskeleton An external supporting skeleton, commonly found in arthropods.

Food Chain
The pathway that transfers energy from a given source plant or plants through  
a series of consumers.

Food web The combination of all food chains in a given community or ecosystem.

Global warming
Increase in average global temperature due to build-up of gases such as CO2, NO2, 
and chlorofluorocarbons in the atmosphere.

Grazer An animal that feeds on plants or other sessile animals.

Herbivore An animal adapted to feed only on plants.

Holdfast A structure that attaches seaweed to the sea bottom or other substrates.

Habitat The place where an organism can be found.

Intertidal Benthic area lying between extremes of low and high tide.

Invertebrate All kinds of animals lacking a backbone, from protozoans to insects and starfish. 

Keystone species
Have very important functional roles; fluctuations in their populations can have very 
significant impact on the entire community in which they live.

Larvae Immature insect (animal) after leaving egg.

Mangrove forest A shoreline ecosystem dominated by mangrove trees, with associated mudflats.

Marine Reserve
Fully protected marine areas where there is no fishing and no extractive use. Non-
consumptive uses such as swimming, diving and recreational boating are permitted 
up to levels which do not harm the environment.

Mātaitai
Discrete area of traditional importance to Maori, where Tangata Whenua are 
authorised to manage the area.

Migration Move from one place to another, for example from the sea to fresh water streams.

Niche The role of an organism in a community.
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Omnivore An organism that consumes both plant and animal material.

Organism Living animal or plant; anything capable of growth and reproduction.

Pectorals The fins on the side of a fish’s body.

Pelagic Living in the water column; the open ocean water of the shelf-slope break.

Photosynthesis
Process occurring in green plants, by which they use the energy of sunlight to 
synthesise energy-rich organic compounds from carbon dioxide and water.

Plankton
Tiny bacteria, plant or animal life found floating in the ocean. Plankton is the base 
of the ocean food chain.

Predator An animal that feeds on another animal.

Quota Management 
System

QMS - a rights-based regime for commercial fishing that was established  
by the Fisheries Act (1983).

Rā-ahui
Total ban on harvesting seafood, due to tapu by loss of life at sea, pollution,  
or to guard against over-exploitation.

Scavenger An animal that feeds on the dead remains of other animals and plants.

Seamount An undersea volcano.

Sessile An organism that is fixed in place, attached to the substrate.

Spawning The release of eggs.

Tangaroa God of the sea.

Terrestrial Of or living on land.

Territory
An area occupied and protected by a species against others of its own species, 
usually for breeding or feeding purposes.

Tide
Periodic rise and fall in the surface water of the oceans due to gravitational 
attraction of the sun and moon and the rotation of the earth.

Trophic Level in the food chain.

Trophic structure

Position of an organism in the food chain, determined by the number of transfers of 
energy that occur between the non-living energy source and that position. Trophic 
levels include producers (seaweed etc) and several levels of consumers (animals 
eating plants, animals eating animals etc). All trophic levels must be maintained to 
secure the trophic structure. 

Zonation Prominent horizontal bands of organisms that succeed each other vertically.


